United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.usplo.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/933,843 



08/20/2001 



29159 7590 1 1/30/2006 

BELL, BOYD & LLOYD LLC 
P. O. BOX 1135 
CHICAGO, IL 60690-1135 



Anthony J. Baerlocher 



0112300-898 



9181 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, BINH AN DUC 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3713 

DATE MAILED: 11/30/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



APPLICATION NO./ 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR/ 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONTROL NO. 




PATENT IN REEXAMINATION 










OflZ300- 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



PAPER 



37/f 



20061116 



DATE MAILED: 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner for Patents 



Please see the attachment regarding IDS submitted September 13, 2006. 



PTO-90C (Rev.04-03) 



Application/Control Number: 09/933,843 
Art Unit: 3714 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 



The information disclosure statement filed September 13, 2006 fails to comply 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because the requirements 
under 37 CFR 1.97 (d) and (e) have not been met . It has been placed in the application 
file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered as to the merits. 
Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of any item of information 
contained in this information disclosure statement or the submission of any missing 
element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining compliance with 
the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, including all certification 
requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 



37 CFR 1.97 

(d) An information disclosure statement shall be considered by the Office if filed 
by the applicant after the period specified in paragraph (c) of this section, provided 
that the information disclosure statement is filed on or before payment of the issue 
fee and is accompanied by: 

(1) The statement specified in paragraph (e) of this section; and 

(2) The fee set forth in § 1 . 1 7(p). 

(e) A statement under this section must state either: 

(1) That each item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in 

a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing 
of the information disclosure statement; or 

(2) That no item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing 
the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information 
contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual 
designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh-An D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4440. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on 571-272-7147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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